[bookmark: _Hlk204170053]St. Paul UNITED CHURCH OF CHRIST


December 28, 2025      	                     	10:30am
Welcome!  Whether you are a guest, friend or member, we are delighted that you are here.  Large print bulletins are available at either door.  Ask a greeter for any directions you may need. 

“Please note that this service will be live-streamed on Facebook.  If you do not wish to be visible on camera, please let an usher know so we can take appropriate measures to ensure 
your privacy."


[image: NAME: GRADE: The Presentation of Jesus In The Temple It was the law among  the Jews that after the first child was born in a fam]


Rev. Jim Oleson, Pastor
Janet Morris, Musician
First Sunday after Christmas
*Please rise in body or spirit
Ringing of the Bell
Welcome & Announcements	
In the last days, says God, I will pour out my Spirit upon all people. Your sons and daughters shall prophesy. Your young people shall see visions, and your old people shall dream dreams. People of God, we have been baptized into one Spirit and one body through Jesus Christ. Let us worship today.
  Prelude and Lighting of the Candles
* Call to Worship 
One: When Jesus is born to Mary and Joseph,
Many: God is there.
One: When Jesus is presented at the temple,
Many: God is there.
One: When Simeon holds Jesus in his arms,
Many: God is there.
One: When Anna recognizes Jesus in the temple,
Many: God is there.
One: This very morning,
Many: God is here.
All: Let us worship God!
*Invocation 				
Gracious and loving God, on this day we pause to sing glory with the angels to the new born King, ever marveling at the greatness of your love for us. A love prepared to take on our flesh and be born in the humblest of circumstances. Each year, the breadth of your love brings forth from us a response of praise. A response articulated in and through worship, as we sing traditional carols and as we hear familiar words of scripture. A response embodied in loving and hospitable acts. We praise you for your great gift of love - Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord - who brings to birth in us love for you, O God, and love for one another. On this last day of this year, as we look to a new and unknown future, we know we can embrace the unknown with confidence because you have blessed our lives with your presence in Jesus Christ and have empowered us with your Spirit to face whatever the future holds. For these blessings we offer our praise and thanksgiving in Jesus’ name and for his sake. Amen.
*Hymn of Praise #154 New Century	                                         Go, Tell It On the Mountain
*Prayer for Transformation and New Life	
We pause O God to look over the past year - a year in which you were with us - but we were not always with you.
Merciful God, we confess that we have sinned against you in thought, word and deed, by what we have done, and by what we have left undone.  We have not loved you with our whole heart; we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. We are truly sorry and we humbly repent. Forgive us Lord and lead us into the new year in holiness and righteousness. We ask this that we might be a people pleasing unto you, a people who allow your light to shine in the darkness and who bring praise and glory unto your name.  Amen.				
<pause for silent reflection >
Words of Grace				
Leader: Rejoice and be glad!  You are forgiven.
People For everyone who asks, receives; and those who seek, find, for the one who was born in   Bethlehem and who was crucified in Jerusalem lives and intercedes for us before God.
All: Thanks be to God.
*Response of Praise 
Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Ghost; As it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be, World without end.  Amen. Amen.
[bookmark: _Hlk199244270]Written Word        		                 Psalm 148
				          Colossians 3:12-17		
               Luke 2:25-40
[bookmark: _Hlk216260185]Hymn #131 New Century                                                           It Came Upon the Midnight Clear
Message                           Reflecting on Advent, Living Into Christmas           Rev. Jim Oleson                                  
          Luke 2:25-40        
Creed #885 New Century                                       The United Church of Christ Statement of Faith
Church in Prayer
      Pastoral Prayer    
      Lord’s Prayer (Debts, Debtors)
Offertory
     Invitation to Generosity
*Doxology (Tune: Old Hundredth)
Praise God, from Whom all blessings flow; Praise Him, all creatures here below; 
Praise Him above, ye heavenly host; Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen.
*Prayer of Dedication 
Gracious God, we rejoice as we offer these gifts in response to the great things you have done for us. We give thanks especially for the great gift of your love clothed in human flesh. We pray that Jesus will be born anew into our hearts, and that the witness of our lives will convince others of the wonder and the miracle of Christmas.  In Jesus’ name, we pray. Amen.
[bookmark: _Hlk217378038]*Closing Hymn #125 New Century                                              Angels We Have Heard on High
 *Commission and Benediction
*Christ’s Light Leads Us into the World
  *Congregational Response 129 New Century                          Good Christian Friends, Rejoice
                                                                                                                                                 (Verse 1)                                                   
*Ringing of the Bell and Postlude
[bookmark: _Hlk212035139]





903 Meier Road, Old Monroe, Missouri 63369
stpauluccom@gmail.com
Website: stpauluccom.com
636-665-5329

OFFICE HOURS
Wednesday: 9:00am – 3:00pm
 Friday: 9:00am - Noon





















































It Happens
Here          St. Paul UCC
	   Weekly Calendar
     December 28th – January 4th        

December 28th  First Sunday after  
                            Christmas
 9:15am	              Bible/Book Study
10:30am             Worship
11:30am             Fellowship Hour
  
[bookmark: _Hlk216259836][bookmark: _Hlk214960898]December 30th 
10:00am             Grounds Committee Meeting




January 4th       Second Sunday after 
                             Christmas
  9:15am             Bible/Book Study 
10:30am             Worship
11:30am	 Fellowship Hour
   

Looking Ahead
January 5th
5:15pm		Council Meeting
January 18th	Congregational Annual   
                             Meeting





________________________________________________________________________________________
OUR GIVING IN 2025
	     Needed weekly to meet our commitments   $2317.02                                                    $ 2317.02
	General Fund Offering December 21st           $   620.00               November Average          $  1521.25	Stewardship Offering December 21st             $     25.00               October Average              $  1015.00
______ __________________________________________________ __ ____________________ ________

HAPPENING IN OUR COMMUNITY

Saturday, January 17:  Frostbite BBQ at St. John’s UCC in Weldon Springs. Dinner and sandwiches available.  Dine in or carry out from 11:00am to 3:00pm or till it’s all gone.








         Thank you to all our volunteers!
  
 Greeters/Ushers
 Linda Meier & Norma Keeteman

 Acolyte
 Joyce Noble

 Liturgist
 
 Fellowship Hour
 Messenger   (Reminder…the committee  
  hosting fellowship needs to sweep the fellowship hall  
  floor.) 
                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                            
In our prayers … 

[bookmark: _Hlk193704959]This week we added Liza O. and all travelers, Linda, Nor, Clifford P., and the family of Kevin C.

We continue to keep in our prayers Lauretta, Lynn and Ron D., Ernie M., Eileen T., Chuck and Marlene, Lyle R., Mike S., and Jamie.

We lift up in our prayers those who need prayers for their long-term circumstances: Carol Jean P.

                                             [image: A black and white logo

AI-generated content may be incorrect.]

REMINDER…Please DO NOT adjust the programmable thermostat in the Sanctuary.

Emergency Planning is checking into a CPR/AED refresher course.  There are 2 options: refresher course without certification at no cost or a certification course at the cost of $40. Let Joyce Noble know if you are interested. 

The Worship Committee is looking for a volunteer to be the Communion Stewart. This is a person who prepares Communion on the first Sunday of the month and for special services. Also requires cleaning up and putting away the Communion ware. If there are any questions, please see a Worship Committee member. 


HOLIDAY SCHEDULE
                       The Food Pantry will be open Tuesday, December 30th. 

                       Joann will be in the office on Tuesday, December 30th from
                       9am to 3pm and on Wednesday, December 31st until Noon.

                       The January 2026 Messenger will go out on Tuesday, 
                       December 30th. 

                       *****************************************************************

                       Are you interested on serving on a committee or maybe you
                       have served for many years in one area and are interested
                       in trying something new?  Chairpersons of committees, does
                       you group need more members?  Please contact Norma by January   
                       7th or tell your committee chair if you are interested in making a                 
                       change. 

                       2025 Committee Reports are due to Joann by January 7th. 

                 [image: Annual-Meeting-clipart - Westmount Presbyterian Church]The Congregational Annual Meeting is scheduled 
                                   

         for January 18th following a carry-in dinner. 
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